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Something  additional was  requisite, and  tobacco stepped in
conveniently for the Wahhabee.

That its usage was universal was certain; that it was some-
how opposed to the genuine spirit of the IsJamitic code was no
less sure. Men often judge right, even while they argue
wrong. The arguments alleged by 'Abd-el-Kereem are, even in
a Mahometan point of view, plainly inadequate to support his
thesis. Yet it is more than probable, that had Mahomet known
of tobacco, he would have forbidden its employment no less than
that of the grape, and for precisely analogous reasons. Smoking
is a social, a civilizing habit, it draws men together (I am sorry
that it should have the opposite effect on ladies ; but if they will
have it so, we can only regret it), and disposes them, whatever
Cowper may say to the contrary, to conversation, good humour,
and friendly interchange of ideas. It has, moreover, though in
the main a sedative, yet just enough of a stimulating effect also,
to bring it on this score within the circle of wine and spirits.
Lastly, it is not comprehended in the only relaxation allowed by
Mahomet to his followers for the intervals of fighting and
pra37er. The Wahhabees are accordingly self-consistent and
logical in their antipathy to this luxury; and we must also
admit, that few more comprehensive pretexts for interference,
and few more prominent marks of distinction, could have been
chosen in the tobacco-smoking East. In fact, most natives of
Syria, of Egypt, nay, of the outlying provinces of Arabia itself,
when questioned about these sectaries, have little or nothing
definite to say of them, except that they detest tobacco at home
and abroad. Not that they are absolutely without imitators in
this aversion, though in a lesser degree; many strict or half
ascetic Mahometans among the ordinary Sonnees, and above all
those belonging to the Mnlekee school, disapprove the use of
tobacco, and hold it for a thing unseemly in a true believer,
though without ascribing to it the dinbolical origin or the
extreme sinfulness which stigmatize it in Nejed. In Wadi
Dowasir the fanaticism on this point is, if possible, even fiercer
than inn'Aared, and the like may be said, if my information be
correct, of Djebel 'Aaseer.

Such was the upshot of my conversation that day with 'Abd-
el-Kereem ; I give it by way of a specimen of many others held